Locally advanced non-small cell lung cancer: role of induction chemotherapy in resectable N2 disease.
Patients with resectable stage IIIA-N2 non-small cell lung cancer should receive induction chemotherapy before surgery. The aim is to early control systemic disease, eventually cure the mediastinal tumor spread and improve patients' survival. A recent metanalysis of randomized trials with second-generation platinum-based combinations has reinforced the evidence concerning the benefit of induction chemotherapy followed by surgery versus surgery alone in resectable disease. Moreover a large number of phase II trials have explored the activity and feasibility of platinum-based combinations with third-generation drugs in the same setting. Still opened questions to address with current clinical research are the eventual role of radiotherapy as induction treatment, the impact of definite chemoradiation versus induction treatment followed by surgical resection on local control and survival and finally the non-easy choice between neo-adjuvant and adjuvant chemotherapy.